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Spring 2014 

[MWF 1:00 - 2:00] 

SOC 214 
Class, Status, Power   

Instructor: Tressie Cottom 
E-Mail: tcottom@emory.edu  
Office: Tarbutton 214 

Office Hours: M: 10-11, W: 3-4, Or by appt. 
   

Overview 

The objective of this class is to develop your “sociological imagination,”—the ability to see the processes and structures that order 
how we live, learn, work, and participate in the national and global citizenry. We will apply concepts about how class, status, and 
power operate to contemporary case studies of inequality. These case studies are drawn from popular culture, media accounts, and 
political movements. We will ask: what structures are engaged in this case? What implicit and explicit social processes are in 
operation? How might groups understand this case differently by their relative social positions? 

Goals 

This course has two objectives. One, the material aims to give students a working familiarity with basic sociological concepts of 
class, status and power. We will tackle quintessential questions of how individuals are shaped by social structures and how 
individuals, in turn, shape social structures. As C. Wright Mills sums up the sociological endeavor in “The Promise” (Chapter 1 of 
The Sociological Imagination), we will explore both “the personal troubles of milieu' and 'the public issues of social structure'.”  

Two, the assignments aim to apply these sociological concepts to a range of classic and contemporary case studies in how class, 
status and power permeate public and private spheres. At the end of the course students should be able to demonstrate competency 
with sociological concepts, critical analysis, formal argumentation, and interrogating the consumption and production of media. 

Texts 

Hayes, Christopher. 2012. Twilight of the Elites: America after Meritocracy. New York: Random House. 

Shipler, David K. 2005. The Working Poor.  New York: Vintage Books. 

Shapiro, Thomas M. 2005. Great Divides: Readings in Social Inequality in the United States (third edition). Boston: McGraw-Hill.  
(Essays denoted by essay number in text.) 

Resources 

SociologyConcepts is an online resource that explains sociological concepts.  

SocCinema is an online resource that explores sociological concepts through popular media and film. 

 

SocImages is another online resource that explores sociological concepts through images and pictures, many from pop culture. 

In addition, there will be weekly current event readings posted to blackboard and the class blog. These readings are denoted by an 
*, with original source noted in the course schedule. Each reading not specific to the three required texts will be uploaded to 
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blackboard under “Course Readings”. These readings should be read for both content and evidence (both implicit and explicit) of 
the social processes we are discussing in class.  

Requirements 

 Writing assignments are an endeavor in applied sociology. They should present an argument, evidence, and a clearly articulated 
relationship to the question posed. We will discuss forms of argumentation and evidence in class. I grade for adherence to the 
assignment guidelines and application of concepts from lectures, class discussion, and readings. Assignments should be submitted 
via blackboard BEFORE the start of the class period in which they are due or a printed copy can be submitted during class on the 
due date. Please see my policy on late assignments and the university process for obtaining student accommodations. All citations 
should follow ASA guidelines. Scholarly and popular press sources are encouraged but they should conform to our discussion of 
“vetting a source” scheduled for Jan 22, before your first written assignment is due.  

1. Readings: All readings should be read by the date they are listed on the syllabus. 

2. Critical Analysis Assignments:  Critical reflection is the process of analyzing, reconsidering, and questioning experiences 
within a broad context of issues. There are four critical analysis assignments for this class. 

Evaluation 

 There are four critical analysis assignments for this class. They can be submitted one of two ways.  

1) You can choose to start or use an existing student blogging space (see: https://blogs.emory.edu/) to engage the topics 
assigned for each critical analysis assignment. If you choose to engage your assignments using a blogging space you will need to do 
all assignments in this format. You must notify me via email of the blog address (with a link) prior to the first critical analysis 
assignment due date. Once you notify me I will provide you with guidelines. The blog guidelines are digital versions of the written 
assignment guidelines and do not involve additional work. For example, rather than using ASA citations, you will use footnotes 
and Creative Commons designations. 

2) You can choose to submit your assignments as 3-5 page papers (with 1.5 line spacing and standard 1-inch margins.  

The criteria for content and form for these Critical Analysis assignments are the same whether you choose the digital or written 
option. You should assume that I have read the primary source material. Therefore, no more than a quarter of one page should be 
devoted to summarizing the issue or reading. The analysis should draw on examples from current events, your own observations, 
and/or your lived experience. There should be a minimum of two citations. The analysis should apply sociological concepts and 
language to the debate or issue. You should ask yourself questions like: What structural conditions produced this phenomenon? 
How are individuals enacting agency under these conditions? What historical or contemporary sociological themes are intersecting 
in this phenomenon?  

One of the four critical reflections should be written in an editorial-opinion style, which we will discuss in class. Essentially, you 
should assume that the audience is a smart, generalist reader who has not taken an advanced sociology course. How would you 
explain the context and conditions of the critical issue that you are writing for this reader?  

Class Biography Assignment 

This a “class background” essay. In this assignment I will ask you to turn the sociological imagination inward. What is your class 
background? To reflect on this question you should think about some of the mechanisms we have discussed in class: family 
background, geography, occupations, education, race, and gender. How do you know what your class is? In what ways is your 
social class reflected back at you from your peers, relations, and the institutions of which you are a member? If you have a clear 
idea of your class, why are you clear? If you cannot clearly articulate your class position, why can you not?  

Exams 

There are three exams in this class, inclusive of the mid-term and final. The first two exams will pertain to the key concepts of the 



   

Class, Status, Power   3 
 

corresponding section. The final exam will be cumulative. Exams draw on readings, discussion, and all content covered in class. 
Exams are a combination of short answer questions and matching terms learned in class to definitions. You should consider the 
critical analysis assignments as necessary exam prep. The same attention to analysis, supporting arguments by citing relevant 
works from class readings, and identifying social processes and structures will apply in exams.  

Grading 

Critical Analysis (4) and Class Biography (1) Essays:: 40 percent of your final grade in this class.  

Exams (3): Each exam is graded on a 20-point scale and 20 percent of your final grade for a total of 60 percent. You cannot skip an 
exam and still pass the course. Pay careful attention to my make-up exam policy and the College’s guidelines and exemptions for 
exam taking and accommodations. 

There is no “extra credit” or grading “curve” in this course. 

Course Outline 

This course is divided into three learning models: 1) Inequality as a System and a Process 2) Class, Gender, Race, and Ethnicity 3) 
Stratification Mechanism  

Part I: Inequality as a System and a Process 

 Topic Reading Due Assignment Due 

W Jan 15 Sociology Review:    

F Jan 17 Structure and Agency. 
What are we talking 
about when we talk about 
structure? What are some 
elements of a "class"?  

 Mills "The Promise" ; Johnson "Privilege, Power, Difference" 
excerpts online 

 

M Jan 20 MLK    

W Jan 22 Social Stratification 
concepts 

Shapiro: Intro, #4, #5  

F Jan 24 Trends in Income and 
Wealth 

Shapiro: #2, #3; Shapiro * "Close the Racial Wealth Gap" 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/LIVING/06/10/shapiro.wealth/ 

 

M Jan 27 Contemporary	  Case	  
Study:	  The	  One	  Percent?	  
Jamie	  Johnson	  video	   

Hayes Chapter 6  

W Jan 29 Global Stratification * Bradshaw & Wallace Chapter 1  

F Jan 31 US Stratification: 
Allocation and Mobility 

* Hout	  "Inequality	  by	  Design" Critical	  Analysis	  of	  
"One	  Percent"	  
Debates  

M Feb 3 Functional Stratification Shapiro	  11	  &	  12;	  *	  Davis	  &	  Moore	  with	  Tumin	  Response  
 

W Feb 5 Intelligence and 
Stratification: IQ as 

Fischer	  et	  al	  Chapter	  5;	  *	  Rosenbaum	  review  
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Functional Allocation 

F Feb 7 Stratification Review    

M Feb 10 Exam 1   

W Feb 12 What is Class?  Shapiro 6, 7 Class Biography 

F Feb 14 Class in Marxism Shapiro 13  

M Feb 17 Class in Functionalism   

W Feb 19 Wealth & Power Shapiro 17, 18, 19; Hayes Chapter 7  

Part II. Class, Gender, Race/Ethnicity  

F Feb 21 Poverty: What is it? How 
is it measured? 

*	  "Living	  on	  Minimum	  Wage"  
 

M Feb 24 Class in U.S. *	  Anderson	  "The	  Language	  of	  Class	  in	  20th	  Century"  
 

W Feb 26 Race & Ethnicity: Class 
versus Race 

Shapiro 23, 24 Critical	  Analysis:	  
National	  Geographic	  
"Changing	  Face	  of	  
Race	  in	  America"	    

F Feb 28 Who are the poor? Mertens "Face of US Poverty"; Kidd "What White Poverty 
Looks Like in America"; Gilens "Why Americans Hate 
Welfare" Chap 1 

 

M Mar 3 Immigration, Class, and 
Assimilation 

Shapiro 16, 30; Martin "Importing Poverty",   

W Mar 5 Farmingville	  PBS	  video  
  

F Mar 7 Guest Lecture   

M Mar 10 Spring Break   

W Mar 
12 

Spring Break   

F Mar 14 Spring Break 

 

 

  

M Mar 17 Understanding 
Racial/Ethnic 
Stratification 

Shapiro 9, 28  

W Mar 19 Race/Ethnicity Wrap up 
Exam Review 
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W Mar 21 Exam 2   

M Mar 24 Constructing Gender Shapiro 33, 37  

W Mar 26 Understanding Gender 
Stratification 

Shapiro 39; * Williams "The Glass Escalator"   

F Mar 28 Understanding Gender 
Stratification 

Shapiro 36  

M Mar 31 Discussion: Gender 
Stratification 

*Fraser "How Feminism Became Capitalism's Handmaiden"; 
* Losse "Feminism's Tipping Point: Who Wins From Leaning 
In?" 

 

W Apr 2 Privilege, Oppression, 
Matrix of Domination 

Shapiro 34, * Wingfield "Racializing the Glass Escalator"  Critical Analysis: 
Lean In? 

F Apr 4 Intersectionality and 
Stratification 

Shapiro 25, 35, 38  

M Apr 7 Intersectionality, 
Privilege, Structure 

* Chavez "Doing Intersectionality" Sengupta "I/Me/Mine—
Intersectional Identities as Negotiated Minefields"  

 

W Apr 9 Class discussion "The 
American Way of 
Poverty" 

Shipler  

F Apr 11 Class discussion "The 
American Way of 
Poverty" 

Shipler  

Part III: Stratification Mechanisms 

M Apr 14 Mechanisms of 
Stratification (Education, 
Work, Groups) 

* Grenierg "Industrial Societies & Social Stratifications" Intro; 
* Southern Education Foundation "Poverty and Education" 
Pgs 1-21 

 

W Apr 16 Stratification and 
Education 

Shapiro 41, 42, 43  

F Apr 18 Stratification and 
Education 

* McMillan Cottom "Stealing Free Education: Them's That 
Got Shall Have"; * Ravitch "Can Education End Poverty?"  

 

M Apr 21 Education,	  Education:	  
Why	  Poverty	  (Video)	  and	  
Discussion	   

  

W Apr 23 Contemporary Case 
Studies in Stratification: 
Plutocracy, Prestige, 
Social Movements 

 Critical	  Analysis:	  
"Internship	  
Economy"  

F Apr 25 Structural Change, Great 
Recession, Stratification 

Hayes Chapter 7; * "Financialization, the Great Recession, 
and the Stratification of the US Labor Market" Arestis et al 

 



   

Class, Status, Power   6 
 

M Apr 28 Review for Final   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Critical Analysis Essay Rubrics 

 

Paper Essays 

Each essay will be graded on a 20-point scale according to the following rubric 
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Grading Characteristics 

20 Exceptional. The essay meets the page count requirements and all other formatting guidelines. It is focused and coherently 
integrates examples with explanations or analysis. The essay has minimal spelling and grammatical errors. The essay uses more 
than the minimal number of citations (minimum = 2). The essay demonstrates awareness of its own limitations or implications, 
and it considers multiple perspectives when appropriate. The essay seamlessly integrates concepts discussed in class and in 
readings. The essay reflects in-depth engagement with the topic. 

15 Satisfactory. The essay is reasonably focused, and explanations or analysis are mostly based on examples or other evidence. The 
essay has minor spelling and grammatical errors that do not interfere with reading comprehension. The essay has the minimum 
(2) number of citations. Fewer connections are made between ideas, and though new insights are offered, they are not fully 
developed. The essay mentions or lists concepts and themes discussed in class but does not fully engage them with the content 
or integrate them into the essay’s overarching argument. The essay reflects moderate engagement with the topic. 

10 Underdeveloped. The essay is mostly a description or summary, without consideration of alternative perspectives, and few 
connections are made between ideas. The essay has spelling and grammar errors that interfere with reading comprehension. 
The essay has fewer than the minimum number of citations (minimum = 2). The essay reflects passing engagement with the 
topic. The essay does not mention any concepts or themes discussed in class or the readings and/or it does so in a way not at all 
connected to the essay’s argument or content. 

5 Limited. The essay is unfocused, or simply rehashes previous comments, and displays no evidence of student engagement with 
the topic. The essay does not present an argument, any links/citation, or any original contribution to the assigned material.  

0 No Credit. The essay is missing or consists of one or two disconnected sentences. 

 

Blog Posts 

Blog entries will be graded on a 20-point scale according to the following rubric, adapted from Mark Sample under the terms of 
a Creative Commons license (CC BY 3.0). 

Grading Characteristics 

20 Exceptional. The blog post is focused and coherently integrates examples with explanations or 
analysis. The post has minimal spelling and grammatical errors. The post uses more than the 
minimal number of citations/links (minimum = 2). The post demonstrates awareness of its own 
limitations or implications, and it considers multiple perspectives when appropriate. The post 
seamlessly integrates concepts discussed in class and in readings. The post reflects in-depth 
engagement with the topic and creative application of images, sources, outside readings. 

15 Satisfactory. The blog post is reasonably focused, and explanations or analysis are mostly based on 
examples or other evidence. The post has minor spelling and grammatical errors that do not 
interfere with reading comprehension. The post has the minimum (2) number of citations/links. 
Fewer connections are made between ideas, and though new insights are offered, they are not fully 
developed. The post mentions or lists concepts and themes discussed in class but does not fully 
engage them with the content or integrate them into the post’s overarching argument. The post 
reflects moderate engagement with the topic. 

10 Underdeveloped. The blog post is mostly description or summary, without consideration of alternative 
perspectives, and few connections are made between ideas. The post has spelling and grammar 
errors that interfere with reading comprehension. The post has fewer than the minimum number of 
citations/links (minimum = 2). The post reflects passing engagement with the topic. The post does 
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not mention any concepts or themes discussed in class or the readings and/or it does so in a way not 
at all connected to the post’s argument or content. 

5 Limited. The blog post is unfocused, or simply rehashes previous comments, and displays no 
evidence of student engagement with the topic. The post does not present an argument, any 
links/citation, or any original contribution to the assigned material.  

0 No Credit. The blog post is missing or consists of one or two disconnected sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


